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Dynamics & compression 

Due: Wednesday, October 12, 2016, 9:30am 
Submit to: Mit Learning Modules Assignments 
0.5% of total grade 

1 Materials to study 

Jeffs, Rick et al. (2005). Dynamics Processors—Technology & Applica-
tion Tips. url: http://www.rane.com/pdf/ranenotes/Dynamics_ 
Processors.pdf (visited on 09/02/2014). RaneNote 155. 

2 Questions to respond to 

1. Which four basic archetypes of dynamic range processors are 
there (see p. 19)? 

2. What does a (dynamic range) compressor do, and how does 
this use of the term compression differ from the concept of data 
compression in audio file formats such as mp3? 

3. Provide a list of real-world applications of dynamics processors. 
Bullet-point keywords are enough, but I want you to stick to 
two rules: 

(a) Gather information from the entire article as you read through 
it. 

(b) Don’t just blindly copy and paste; include a keyword only 
once you have at least a partial understanding of how the 
respective application works. (I’d like to get a better sense 
of which applications you’ve actually understood, and the 
mere number of keywords you have provided will not count 
towards your grade.) 

4. What are the most important parameters that control the side 
chain of a dynamics processor? List them and provide a one-
sentence description for each. 
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3 Guidelines 

• Your answers need not be very extensive (a short paragraph per 
question is enough), but they should demonstrate that you have 
actually read the article and understood its main points. 

• Be concise and pay attention to form, grammar, and spelling. 
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