
 

Burge, ‘Individualism and the mental’ 

1. What does Burge mean by ‘content’, ‘notion’, ‘mastering a content’, ‘understanding a notion’, 
and ‘oblique occurrence’? Set out the ‘three step thought experiment’ in the form of premises 
and conclusion. Is it valid? Is it sound? Can any sense be made of someone ‘incompletely 
understanding’ a content? How wide is the application of the ‘three step thought experiment’? 

2. ‘It is worth remarking that the thought experiment as originally presented might be run in 
reverse (84). Explain. 

3. Assess Burge’s defense of the first step (IIIb). 

4. Assess Burge’s criticisms of the four reinterpretations of the thought experiment (IIIc). 

5. Assess Burge’s criticisms of the three arguments in section IIId. 

6. What’s the upshot? (Sections IV, V). 

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, 
see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


 
 

 

 

MIT OpenCourseWare 
https://ocw.mit.edu/ 

24.401 Proseminar in Philosophy II 
Spring 2020 

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: https://ocw.mit.edu/terms. 

https://ocw.mit.edu/
https://ocw.mit.edu/terms



